STATE ASTQCIATION COF
WASHINGTOH IRRIGATION DISTRICTS

Farch 25, 1965

oy

¥r. Van E. Nutiley, President

Washington State Associztion of
Irrigation Districia

P. Qs Bex 810

Sunnysids, Washingion

Dear Hr. Hutley:

In response to your inguiry of Marsh 15, 196%, concerning
the racently passed House Bill Ho. 52 (Chapter 16, Laws of 1965),
which fnereases Irrigaiion District Commissioners compensation
from 310 {o $25 per day, please be advised that Artilele 2,
Section 25 of +the State Constioution, wouvld appesr to prohibii
a shange of an elected official’s galary during the fernms.

"The legislature ghall never granlt any exira
“oompensation 3o sny publie offloer, apend, employee,
servant, or coniractor entered into, nor shall the
compenasation of any public officsr be increased or
giminished durding his ferm of office. Nothing in

this seetion shall prevent increase in pensions
zfter such penegilons shall have buen granted,”

Therefore, the present commissioners would not benefit
under the new statute until ithey complete their prement term.
The new rate will become effective when the new iterms are egtahe
lished by electlon.

ALl legislation properly approved hecomesg law on June 9,
unless it carries an omergency alause.

Trusting the feregolng is of assistance o you,
Youra very truly,

ROBERT V. GHAHAM, State Auditor
By

Adrian Webhster
Chiel lixaminer
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