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Report on Sixth Annual Meeting - Yakima, Washington - November 28 and 29, 1951

8ince it is not practical to attempt to report the proceedings of the annual
meeting, the speeches and discusgions, in their entirety, the following report of
the meeting is confined to those mabters which concern the operation and policies
of the Associatlon - vhat was accomplished during the past year, new subjects ine
troduced at the annual meeting, the policies of the Association, and fubure acti~ -
The Directors of the Associlation have become deeply concernsd over the
government 's attitude toward water users, water rights, and local control of
natural resources. This attitude of the government is expressed, in part, by
s8%. Secy, of the Interior Warne in advoeating "Interregional diversion of water,
B sption of neugongepts of national repnopsibility for irrigation, such:

that suggested in the report of the President's Water Resources Policy Gommission,M
ete,

& great deal of the program of the meeting was devoted, directly or indi~
rectly, to discussion of various phases of this attitude. The Directors of the
Asscceiation believe their thinking in these matters reflects the opiniocns of the
majority of the water users and of those engaged in the handling of water in this
state. However, they are reluctant %o concentrate the resources snd activities

of the Association to combating this ftrend to the exclusion of concern over purely
local conditions,. :

President's Report: o
President Paul K. Booker, in his report of the activities of the Associntion

for the past year, stressed partiocularly the matter of legislation affecting the
operation of irrigation districts which was passed - and not passed - at the regus=
lar and special sessions of the State Legislature, The Association had arranged
to receive copies of all bills introduced in order to check on any that might’
affact district operation,
~The Association spomsored the introduction of eight bills, seven of which
were passed, Complete copies of these bills were sent to the distriets in April
19 1- May bulletin vas issued listing the titles of other legisiatior which
or affected irrigatioh districts or in which they might be interested, =
The Assoeiatlion was instrumental in preventing the passage of a bill which
would authorize oollective bargaining with employees of the state and its politi=-
cal subdivisions, and also prevented the introduction of a bill to provide for the
fencing or covering of irrigation ditches located in cities and towns., Tt has
since been agreed that the latter is a local condition which can best be handled
by negotiation between the districts and the municipalities,
Most of the bulletins issued by the Association during the year concerned
laws and legislation, Among these was the June bulletin on the "Jubversive
Activities Aet", with which was sent a copy of the statement required from employ-
ses, Cirtain'aSQects of this Act have since been questioned and are being tested
if eourt, : ' ‘ S
Also distributed was & copy of the "Conclusions of Taw" in the case of the
Summyside Valley Irrigation District vs the County Auditer of Yakima County, This
case cleared up certain difficulties encountered in Yakima County (and which nay
hgve come up at any time in other counties in the state) between irrigation dis=
tricts and the County Auditor,
: Oammittees of the Association at work during the year consisted of: Legise
lative Committee, Committes on Revision of -Director Divisions, Camittee on Expan=
' rem, and the Program Commitiee for the snnual meet




In conneetion with the work of the committee on i4n expanded program for the
Association, a proposal vas made that the Association be combined with the Wash=-
ington State Reclamation Assn, After careful consideration, it was the Board's
decision "That the problems of our Association are primarily irrigation and those
of the Washington State Reclamation Assn, are more or less promotional and should
be kept that way; that the cbjectives of the two associations are different; that
this Aspociation does not want to lose its identity and wishes to keep the organ-
igation as a water users organization", It was therefore decided that the Associa-
tion keep its organization intact, expand its program, and work toward closer co=-
operation with the Washington 3State Reclamation Assn,

Amendnembs to Constitution: :
- Regolutions were passed making the following amendments to the Constitution

of the Association: '
Article 3 (Officials of the Association and their terms of office)
- Amend s %and the term of office shall begin on January 1 following their -
respective elections," : : -
Tos "and the term of office shall begin at the close of the annual
neeting at which they are elected.t

Article 5 (Meetings of Divectors)
Amend: "Seven of the Directors shall constitute a quorum, '
Tos "Five of the Directors shall constitube z quorum, provided three
Director Diviaions are represented, For the purpose of this
artiele, the four Directors at Large shall constitute a
Director Diviaion."

YMr, Robert T, Durbrow: : _
We were extremely fortunate in having Bob Durbrow, the Executive Secretary of
the Irrigation Districts Associstion of California, accept our invitation to
- atbend our meeting, Early in November Dave Brooks attended the meeting of the
California Associetion at Riverside, a8 a representative of our Association, and
this interchange of ideas and experiences has proven of immense help to our Asso~
ciation, Mr. Durbrow has an extensive background in irrigation and as an Associaw
tion executive in California., Through his knowledge of the history of irrigation
~ in California, of the problems and difficulties encountered there {which are not.
disgimilar to ours); and his insight into the overall picture of present and
future problems confronting all irrigation distriets, Mr, Durbrow contributed
very much to the success of the meeting, ,

WProtection of Fish Lifel:

In September 1951 the Naches-Selah Irrigation District brought to the atten~
tion of the Assoeiation a problem they had encountered in conneetion with the
diversion of water from the Naches River, Upon investigation, it was found their
difficulty traced to an emendment enacted by the 1949 State Legislature {Chapt,
99, Laws of 1949) entitled "The Protection of Fish Iife", which places supervisory
powers in the State Dept, of Fisheries and Dept. of Game over the construction of
any project "that will use, divert, obstruct or change the natural flow or bed of
any river or stream or that will utilize any of the waters of the gtate or materw

- lals from the stream bedsh, '

This matter was discussed at the annual meeting and referred to a committee
for study. The Association would 1like all information possible on any other ine
stances in which digtricts have had conflicts with the Dept. of Figheries or the
Dept, of Game, end will welcome any suggestions to correct the situation. The
committea jg 40 work on corrective legislation for the 1953 sesaion, and the more
background, information gnd suggestlions they have the better they can cope with it,
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31gnation of those officials, mnd that the Board should appoint substitutes to
serve until the next annual election, ab which time officials should be elected

1 éble absences from Board meetings by officials should constitute the re-

. to.serve out the remainder of the unexpired terms, This created some changes in

the Board during the year, The members appointed by the Board during the year
were conflrmed at the annual election, and the list of 0fflCla18 is ngw a8 follows‘

Term Expires
Prosident Paul E, Booker, Cunningham T 1952
Vice Presidents o Je A Weber, Quincy 1952
: Clifford Kail, Yakima 1952
Directors E e
Division 1 - Homer F. lanley, Spnckane 1952
R Fenry deSchepper, Pagco 1954
: 3 G . Q _Dterllng’ El'] en"’burg " . S 1954-
. 4 - I\]’ D ..... Thorp’ O"{anogan s :'l s . 1952
5 Chris Larsen, Wilson Creek 1953
6 John G, Scott, Sequim 1954
At Large Claude Zediker, Cashmere 1953
Fred J, Cunningham, Spokane 1953
Ired Beisner, Yakina 1952

David C. Brooks, Sunnyside ' 1952

Questions & Answers Programs
The folloulng questions and problems were presented durmng the course of

this session:
1. How do we keep the Bureau of Reclamation from securing complete control
of projects?
2 How doss the Wabter Council function in connection with the drrigation
distriets in California? What is the Hater-Economics Comnittee in
. California?
3+ Delivery of water to land that has been subdivided into plats end
o homesites, from one-quarter acre up, Most deliveries wers 40 A, wnits,
~ 4e Vhat can the district do to facilitate taking waste water from one
”water_user through another water user‘s farm?

WhQéea_ﬁf

6, Uhat do you,think about closer cooperatlon of our State Assoc;atlon
with other state organizations?
7+ Uhat is the legal status of the irrigation district in relation to the
‘Bureau of Reclamation? Under state Jaw how far can district dlrectors
meke- demands on the Bureau?
Some of these questions were reférred ta Mr, Durbrow who, from his knovledge of
similar gituations in California and of the set-up and functions of the Califor=
nia AssOclatlon helped make the Questions ¢ Answers gegsion probably the most
interesting feature of the program,
There was much general discussion on all the questions presented, - A trans-

cript of the discussion on any particular question or questions can be furnished
anyone 1nterested.

V'Dlrecto rg Meetings
 After the close of the annual meeting, the Directora met to consider future .
g;tigit}gq Qf ﬁha Aagoclatlon and matters brought up durlng the annual neetlng.







