MINUTES
‘Fourth Annual Meeting
State Associabtion of Washington Irrigation Districts
Ephrata, Wash,, November 18 & 19, 1949

The méating was called to order at 10 AM., Friday, November 18th, by President
Clifford Eall, An address of welcome was given by Mr. Roy A, Ruse, a response by
Mr, Claude Zediker, and en invocation by the Rev, L. V., Glasscock,

President's Report: HMr., Keil reviewed the beginnings of the Associstion, recall
that the first planning meeting was held in Ephrata, He stated that the more contaet

he has had with the work of the Association the more comvinced he is that the organiza- -
tion of the Associmtion was a good thing, He covered the connection betwsen the
Association and the Washington State Reclametion Assn., and through it with the

National Reclamation Assn, which he illustrated by the work done on repayment contracts -
by a commitiee of this Association, which was. turned over to the Washington State :
Reclamation Assn, for presentation to the Netional, Mr. Eeil listed some of ‘the
accomplishments of this Association: The aspignment by the State Auditor of one

State Examiner to audit the books of all irrigation distriets; the favorable results
secured by a committee of the Association by its meeting with the head of the Dept,

of Lebor & Industries with consequent reduction in State industrisel and medical aid
premiums; the work done by the legislative Committee in comnection with laws affect-
ing irrigation districts; the monthly meetings of a committee which have resulted

in the issuance of bulletins to the irrigation districts of the State; and the work

of the Accounting Committee to secure uniform accounting systems among irrigation
districts and- the classification of distriets,

The minutes of the annual meeting held in Yakima on November 5th and 6th 1948
were read and approved as read, The Secretary-Treasurer's report was prssented and
Mr. Kail appointed a commitiee composed of Mr, Beisner, Miss Osterhout and Mr, Tissell
to audit the financial statement of the Secretary-Treasurer.

Committee Reports & Réccmmendations:
Agoounting Compittee - J, R, Downie: (Copy attached) The following resclutions
were proposed in this report:

1. That the State Examiner and members of this Assoclation will determlne and
adopt a minimm set of accounting praectices for irrigation districts,

2, That inssmuch as the Association has sgreed by vote that classification of
irrigation districts is necessary, it shall further be enacted that classification
shall be approved and accepted by the State Board of Muniecipal Corporations,

It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved that Resolution 1 be adopted.
After considerable discussion and a motion for approval, which failed, it was

moved, seconded and unanimously approved that Resolution 2 be tabled until the next
annuel meeting,

Finapce Committee - Paul Booker: Mr, Booker called attention to the list of
contributing members on the back of the program, and stated that we needed to sell the
other three-quarters of the irrigstion districts in the State on the Association, He
called on Mr, Cunningham to explain the amendment passed by the last seesion of the
State Legislature relating to the affilistion of the Association with other groups,

Mro Cunninghsm: "The first law authorizing the Association limited us to our
owm districts! projects. It was felt that it would be a saving if we could divide
up the work between this organization and other orgenizetions that are alse interested
in reclamation, An amendment was proposed authorizing this Assoeiation to affiliate
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and cooperate with other organizations and sgencies that have for their objective the
reclamation and development of lands, That amendment was passed by the last session

20 this organization can affiliate with the State Reclamation Assn, as amember, if that
is permissible, with the Nationa] Reclamation Assn., and can join with the State College
the drainage districts and other organizations of that kind in the State under some
cooperative program by which we contribute either effort or a certsin amount of the
expenses and they, in turn, would contribute their share, so it would result in a
saving and accomplish a great deal more,"

slative C ttee ~ Fred J, Cunningham: "At the beginning of the session the :
Legislative Comnmittee had in mind the recodification of irrigation district laws, There
has not been a general recodification of the irrigation distriet laws since 1921 and :
there have been quite a number of amendments since that time, so it is now quite a job
running down some questions becsuse of the fragmentary amendments that have been made
to the Act, It was thought the best way to clear this up would be to recodify the
Irrigation District Act. The legislation was submitted to us by the Resolutions
Committee of the Legilslature, We made suggestions and they were favorably received.
The legislation was not accepted by the Legislature but was contimued until the next
session and it is pozsible the legislation may go bhrough, We had in mind getting an
appropriation to work on some plan to get recodification of the State irrigation dis-
triet code, There has been no attempt to make any new laws, The statement of the
existing laws was merely restated or used, leaving a lot of these inconsistencies in
the law that exist in connection with the irrigation district code., We found the
confusion at Olympia made it inadvisable to ask for and impossible to get any money
at the last session, We bad a number of laws that the commititee favored and those
vere presented to the legislature and a great majority were adopted, Both committees
in the' Senate and House were very cooperative, Nat Washington was fine and a great
deal of the support we got in the House was due to him.* (Mr, Cunningham then reviewed
the legislation passed which affects irrigation districts - partially covered in
release dated May 27, 1949.)

Dept, of Conpervation & Development - Claude Zediker: ™his Association appointed
e committee consisting of G. L. Sterling, David Brooks and myself. We met with Mr.
Gartod, Mr, Berg and Mr, Bartholet and discussed the situation at some length., At the
time there were no loans anticipated by the Department, the Legislature was not in
session, and consequently matters were held in abeyance, Since Mr. Rogers has hecome
Director T have discussed the matter with him, At the present time they are not making
any loans and consequently the commitiee has been inametive in recent months, We have
no recommendations at this time. I would like to meet with members of the Committee 5
during. the lunch hour, We do think that an organization such as this and its commitiees -
should be in a position to be of resl benefit to any Depertment head in this State
that deals with the matters the Assoeiation is familiar with, I do not know of any
Department in the State that today can tell you what the resl value of irrigation is
to the State of Washington, We should be in a position to be sble to speak for the
diStriﬂtSo

"You have just listened to the report of the legislative Committes, Those who are
femiliar with irrigation in this State realize the tremédndous smount of time and effort
that has been freely given by some individuals in the State in furthering irrigation
interests. I happen to know that Mr, Cunningham spent a great deal of time and effort
during the past legialtive session in looking after your interests and mine, collec-
tively and individually, We have not peid the freight, Just as a token or an ex-
pression of our appreciation, I would like to move that we go on record authorizing
the Board of Directors to pay Mr. Cunninghem $100.00 as an expression of apprecistion
for what he has done for us this past year."

Motlon seconded end unanimously aspproved,

Mr, Kall then mentioned certain changes in the program and called attention to the
displays and the list of contributing districts on the back of the program, to which
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should be added the Columbia Irrigation District of Kennewick, He suggsted a caucus
for nominating committee, and announced there would be elections for the following
positions:

President - 1 Year Term

Iwo Viee Presidents ~ 1 Year Term

Director Division No, 1 - 3 Year Term

Director Division No. 2 ~ 2 Year Term (H.deSchepper resigned)
Director Division No, 4 - 3 Year Term

D Directors at Large « 3 Year Terms

Afternoon«Friday
He E. Alexander, Presiding

The presiding officer asked that a report of the nominatling committee be made by
four o'clock and that the cormittee meet to prepare a report.

_ Beginning the discussion on the Committee reports and recommendations, Mr,

Alexander read the recommended resolutions msde by Mr. Downie in his Accounting Com-
mittee report, There was considerable discusslon on the proposed resolubtion regard-
ing the classification of irrigation districts. A motion wes made thet the resolu~
tion be adopted, but there was no vote either for or against, A motion wasthen made
to leave the matter in the hands of the committee, and that since there would be no
meeting of the Legislature in the meantime that the matter be taken up agains at the
next annual mseting, Thie motion was seconded and carried. The resolution regarding
minimum sccounting practices was seconded and carried,

Disoussing the report of the Finance Committee, Mr. Brooks suggested that the
maximum amount of contributions be increased, the Association to take some action toe
ward getting an engineer on the staff of the Association and developing some kind of
engineering assistance for smell districts, '

It was suggested that the salary paid the Secretary is not sufficient to cover
all the work necessary to be done. and that the amount paid should be increased,

During the course of the discussion, Mr. Brooks asked why it is considered that
irrigafion dlstrict employees are engaged in interstate commerce and come under the
Walah-gealyfﬁct. Mr, Weber suggested that Mr. Welsh be asked to explain HR=1770,

Mr, Welsh: VHR~1770 is a bill which was designed to revamp and rewise the present
Federal Reclamation Law, It is about the third such bill which has been dmsfted in
the past four or five years, sponsored by the National Reclamation Lssn,., and deal-
ing with reclametion law and particularly with problems of repayment, The bill brings
in non-reimbursables which are not included in the present law and deals with the
subject of term contracts, provides for sutomatic authorizations, and several things
of that sort. I have had some very long discussions recently with men who served on
the committee and helped draft the bill, also with the House Public Lands Committee
and the Bureau of Reclamation, It is generally recognized that before we can go any
further with reclamation problems we must rewrite and regise the Federal Reclamation
Lews, President Truman has stated this same thing, Tt is reslized by those who
drafted HR=-1770 that there should be considerable modification and revision of that
bill, It is not an easy matier to draft legislation which is satisfactory to all
intereats concerned. The legislative Committee of the lational Reclamation Assn. has
‘not been appointed yet, but I can assure you that the National Reelamstion Assn,
intends to take part in the preparing and sponsoring of such legislation., It is an
obligation of the National Reclamation Assn, that we make care of the problems of
existing projects and they must be considered along with our progrem and plans for
future -development,®

Report on the Dept. of Couservation & Developmant:
Mr., George Thompson: "Mr, Rogers, the Director, has been pretty well occupied
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since his appointment. Mr, Langloe and myself are going to take the mabier up with
him as soon as we return to Olympia and the accumulation of the information asked for
by Mr. Zediker will be done as soon. as possible., One problem we have encountered is
the hesitancy on the part of the Legislature to appropriate money from the Revolving
Fund for the use of the Department, which will loan such money upon proper aspplication,
Although the money is in the fund and canrot be used for anything else, each session
of the Legislature bas to appropriate what the Department ean use to loan out., The
last Legislature appropriated §750,000. I believe approximately $/70,000, has been
allocated, There is approximately #1,025,000., now loaned out and $1,000,000, in the
bank,*

This ended the discussion on the Committee Reports & Recommendations,

g nship to Washineton State Rec tion Assn., -~ Loen Bailie: %We must take
a broad view of the whole situation and try to work problems out on a basis that will ,
be to the best interest of all. I think that is where the Washington State Reclamation .
Assn, gomes in, I think it tekes up where this Association leaves off, This Associp- °
tion is made up of people with common interests - the State Reclamtion Asen, is made

up of members from all over the State and all walks of life. We have & lot of business
men in the Association, railroad and power ment, ete,, who all think in a little :
different terms, but I will guaranty that when you get into a meeting and bring all
these factions together, that they will arrive at a decision that is pretiy common

to the average man, The State Reclamation Assn, musk stand a lot of abuse that this
Association does not gel, Flease bear in mind that agriculture in itself is s dead
issue unless you have industry and a large consuming population right on the ground,

We have no balanced program if we ship produce to the consumer - ws must get the
consumer out here to consume the produce and we have to do that by selling the cheap
povwer we have to industries and bring them here, That is a job that the Washington
State Reelamation Assn, can. enter into, We are directly related to the Nationsl
Reclamation Assn,, which handles the job for us at Washington, D,C, I think we ave

very closely related to the work which is to be done in the Northwest, both in agri-
culture and industry, I would like to give part of my time to Mr. Welsh to tell his
views on how these two assoclations are related to the National Association.®

Mr, Welsh: "I do feel there is, and should be, a very close relationship between
the water users organizations of each of the various States throughout the West and
the state reclamation associations and the National Reclamstion Assn., The National
Reclamation Assn, was organized primarily to bring to life the Burean of Reclamation.
It was organized at a time when it was feared that we would lose the entire creclamstion
program, Lots of progress has been made since that time, There have besn feelings
in somé States and in some quarters that the National Reclamation Assn, might become
too much of a promotional organization, Perhaps because of my association with water
users on existing projects, I feel that those interested in the develomment of the
West cannot afford to let the National Reclemation Assn, deteriorate. Our position
in Washington is to be your representative to see that you are represented before
the committees of the Congress end with the Federal Agencies, and I am hopeful that ;
we can bring about closer cooperation with the irrization districts and canal compmnies
throughout the West. COalifornia has probably the strongest association of ite kind in
the entire West -~ the California Irrigation Districts Assn - made up of the directors
of irrigation districts of the State of Celifornia and representing better than 4
million acres of land, They have become a real power in the State of California.

One of their biggest problems is to wateh the legislation before the Leglslature.
The members tell me that almost any legislation sponsored by thelr Association is
assured of passage and then can defeat anylegislation to which they are opposed,

The Californis Irrigation Districts Assn, assumes the place of the state reclamation
assoclation, I think it is important to keep a close relationship between your
Agsociation and the Washington State Reclamation Assn, This bill HR-1770 is one of
the biggest problems confronting us, By working with the National Assn, I feel sure
we can go shead with a sound reclamation program. T feel that in the interest of
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