State Assn. of Washington Irrigation Districts - Neeting held at Spokane on Friday,
Septexber 10, 1948:

Marjorie L. Dickens  Horth Spokane Irrig, Dist. #8

Fred J, Cunningham Spokane Valley Irrig. Dist.

H, deSchepper Seouth Columbia Bagin Irrig, Dist,
Clifford Kail Yakima-Tieton Irrigation Dimt,
J, B, Downie " " . #

W. R, longaore Vera ¥No, 15

D, B, Jenkins Deputy County Treasurer, Spokane
H, L. Howard W " L4 L

Jog A, Stewart County Treasurer, Spckane County
Tdonel E, Welff Orchard Ave. Irrig. Bist-

Homer E. Manley . - Orchard dve, Ireig, #6

G, L. Sterling : - Kittitas Reclamation Dist,

T. ﬁmm i | . 24 e . ] o

Barl Bugzell

John Rumsell

G,L.8, Referring to the reperts and recommendabions of the various committees, which are
scheduled to be presented at the annual meeting, we feel that the membarship should have
ample time to study thess reports and recommendations and suggest that they be mimeographed
and copies handed out at the tinre of registration.

Asked for suggestions as to speakers for the luncheon and. annual banquet.

Spaakers suggested: Hal Holmes
' Warren dagnusen ,
0. W. Lindgren, or someone fpom the Bureau
Frank Webster
Somecne from Pullman
Walt Horan

G, 1.3, stated that it was thought that Frank Webster should be asked bto tale charge of the
poertion of the program headed "Use ard Conservation of Water®,

Yr. Kail suggested that the subject of the spesch at the banguet should be confined to
irrigation mattere, K . '

- G,L.8, suggested that the subject of the speech be Wirrigation and Farm thketing and Prices®.

It wag decided to ask Hal Holues to be spesker at the annual banquet.

There was discussion regarding the suggestion that various supplisrs of irrigation equipment,
waed control products, sprinkler systems, etc. be requested to have displays and persons

to discuss and explain their products, after the banguet, Mp, Wolff suggested that it wight
be possible to rent display space. Mr. Kail was asked to investigate the pogsibilities of thi

lir, Kail took over the meeting and there was discussion regarding the classification of
irrigation districts. Mr, Buzzell suggestsd that several difficulties in his work couid be
overcome iff irrigation districts were classified the same as scheol districta,

lir, Buzzell announced that he had been appointed State Auditor for Irrigation Districts, and

~. told of the difficulties he had encountered in the districts he had been auditing recently,

-8nQ the time 1t takes to do this work after it had been neglected for twe or thras Fears.
¥4 recommended the following: ' :
That irrigation districts should maintein themsslves on their
current assqssments plus dny incidental income. '
‘That some basls for clapsification of irrigation districts be worked out.




.

That all irrigatien districts, regardless of size, should be compallad
to have some definite accounting syslem.

That there should be a minimum assessment against each tract of land -
suggesfed the minimm be $1.00.

There was discussien regarding the payment of assessments on State land. Yr. Rummell stated
that the Stats should be compelled to pay assessments each year the same as ary obher lande
ONTEBT .

¥r, Cumningham referred to the classification of districts and asked what basis should be
used for such cléssification, Mr. Kail reported that this had been discussed but nothing
definite had yet been worked out, that consideration had been given to sizme of district, '
irrigable acreage, budget required for district cperation, stc, Nr. Bummell statad he thought:
& No, 1 district should have far more power than othérs. That such & district should pay
all its own bills and that the district directors and Secretary should be resgonsible for
the acts of the district, .

¥r. Manley suggested that an accounting manual be prepared, similar te that for school
- distrlcts, '

There was discussion regarding the withholding of tax from enployees wages and regarding tﬁe
payment of excise tax by irrigation districts. There were cenflicting reports on this.

Esturning to the dipcussion of classification of irrigation districts, Mp. Rummell suggested
that there be Class 1 districts and the balance left in e sscond clasgification, M. Curning-
" 9m stated that in Spokane County there wers so nany districts where size, or acreage, did. :
b mean much in comparison with bLie total revemue of the distriet. M, Sterling said he
thought that in the glassification of districts some attention should be given te the scundness
of their financial posibion,

Hr. Stewart brought up the polnt Lhat the position of districts 1s subject bo fluctuation and
that a Class 2 or 3 district may eventually attain a positlon where it could be classified
ag a Class 1 district. It was thought that in such cases ths position of the district sheuld
be reviewsd by the executive commitites of the Washinglon State Irrigatien Assn. and that the
district ghould be reclassified if it met with the comditions poverning Class 1 districis.

There was discussion regarding the work of the Recodification Comuitbes and kr. Cunningham
stated that it was the recommendstion of this committee thut someone be sacured on & fulle
time basls for this work, That it could not be done right by the use of voluntary help and
that money should be appropriated by the legislature to provide for the employment of
someons to recedify irrigation district laws unddr the supervision of this organisation.

It was recommended that the subjects of ¢lassification of irrigation districts and recodi-
fication be presented to the memhers of the Association at the annual meeting for discussion
and decision,




